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| MEDICAL SOCIETY 
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| | aa N2 THING has contributed more to the advancement 
 * "of feience, than the cfablifhment of literary Societies. 

Thefe excite a generous ardour in liberal minds, and raife 
_even envy itfelf into ufeful emulation, - 

The principal part of our knowledge muf? be ever derived 
from comparing our own obfervations with thofe of others. 
In this view the utility of Societies, which afford an opportu- 
nity for the mutual communication of our thoughts, muft 
be fufficiently apparent. Books cannot folve all our difficul- 
ties nor will the obfervations made in other ages and cli- 
mates, hold always true in our own, 

Lhe object of the MEDICAL SociETy of Lonpon is, 
to give practitioners in medicine frequent opportunities of 
meeting together, and conferring with each other, concerning | . 
any difficult or uncommon cafes which may have occurred ; . 
or communicating any new difcoveries in medicine which 
mn have been made, either at home or abroad, 

Papers, which tend to the advancement of the feience, 
will be received by the Society ; and fuch as may be deemed 
worthy of publication, carefully preferved, until fufficient 
matter for a volume fhall be colleéted. 

In order to excite praétitioners to bring thofe talents to 
light, which would otherwife lie buried, and ufelefs to the 
zommunity, the Soctety have refolved to hold forth honorary 
rewards to thofe who fhall improve the medical art: and 
although this has not been hitherto attempted in thefe king- 
doms, yet they hope that their example may appear not alto- 
gether unworthy of imitation 

The Society has likewife founded a medical library, that | 
its members may obtain an eafy acce/s to the bef? ancient and # 
modern authors. 

Animated with thefe defigns, the Society fubmit their plan 
20 the confideration of the Faculty in general, whofe affift- ; 
ance is requefted, in order to render it extenfively beneficial 
‘to mankind, 


gle ¢ 


ae 


way 


Ce ae I, 


‘Of the Qualifications, Election, and Admiffion of 
Members. 


1. G base Society fhall confift of Phyficians, See J 


and Apothecaries ; and others, verfed in f{ciences 
connected with medicine; divided into Fellows, Hon- 
orary, and Correfponding Members. 
_2. The Fellows alone fhall dire& the affairs of the So- 
ciety, and be eligible to any office, 
3. No perfon thall be eligible as a Fellow, unlefs refi- 
dent in the city of London, or within féyen miles there- 


of; nor fhall any perfon refiding within that diftance, 


be eligible as a Correfponding Member. 
4. No Phyfician fhall be eligible as a Fellow, who is 
not a member of the college of phyficians of London, 


- or who does not produce a diploma, and teftimonials of 


his haying ftudied medicine regularly at fome univerfity. 
5. No Surgeon fhall be eligible as a Fellow, who has 
not been approved of by the court of examining Sur 
geons of London, 
6. No proprietor of any empyrical noftrum can bea a 
member. 


7+ Every candidate for admiffion as a Fellow of the: 


fociety, muft be recommended by three or more Fellows 
on their perfonal knowledge; but the recommendation of 


a Correfponding or HUH Member may be founded 


on an acquaintance with his character or writings. 


i 
8. The recommendation, containing the’ profeffion and 


place of abode of the petfon propofed for election fhall 
, be 
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be aetiveted to one of the Secretaries, and firft read in 


» * the* council ; that they may be fatisfied that the perfon 


tecommended has been informed of the regulations of the 
- Society, and is eligible according to its ftatutes : It hall 
then be read at the enfuing meeting of the Society, and 
hung up in the c common meeting room for three fucceed- 
‘ing ordinary meetings, if the recommendation be of an 
honorary or corre/ponding member; but if of a fellow, it 
‘fhall be hung up for Ax ordinary meetings; and on the 
aft of thefe meétings, the votes fhall be taken by ballot, 
if eight Fellows be prefent ; and if three fourths of the 
Fellows prefent ballot in favor of the candidate, he fhall 
be declared duly elected. 

g. If it appear upon the ballot, that the perfon pro- 


pofed, is not elected, no notice thereof fhall be taken — 


in the minutes. 

10. The admiffion of every icis who may be chofen 
a Fellow, fhall be at fome ordinary meeting, when, after 
he has paid his admiffion fine, he fhall fign the follow- 


ing obligation ; ViZe 
We whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed, promife, that 


-we will endeavour to promote the honour, and obferve the 
fiatutes and regulations of the Medical Society of London, 
as hag as we foal continue members thereof. ate 


11. The Prefident fhall then take him by tlie hand, 
faying, 


Mh the name, and by the authority of the Medical Society 
y London, I admit you a Fellow thereof. 


12. If any Correfponding Member fhall come to ree 
fide in. London, — or within feven miles thereof, and de- 
fire to continue in the fociety, notice thereof fhall be 
hung up in the meeting room for three fucceffive nights: 
and on the third he fhall be ballotted for as ak ellow, oe 
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jf eleSted, fhall be admitted on making the ufual pay- 


ment and figning the obligation. oo iis cad 
_ 13. Any Fellow, going to refide in the country dhl 
if he d= cic it, be centaeel as a Correfponding ber 


during his abfence. ‘ 

14. Perfons of diftinguifhed character, eminently 
verfed {ciences connected with medicine, may be elected as 
Honorary Members. | 

15. Honorary and Correfponding Members, fhall have 


the privilege of being prefent at all meetings of the So- 


ciety. 
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Ii. 
Of the Payment of Admiffi ion Fines, Annual Contribae 


tions, €Sc. 


1. Every perfon eleéted a Fellow, fhall pay the fum of 
Two Guineas, as his fine of admiffion, and One Guinea, 
for his firft years contribution. | 

2. Every Fellow fhall pay to the Society, one guinea 
annually. 

3. If any Fellow fhall advance the fum of ten guineas 
above his admiffion fine, or, at any period, the fame fum — 
abave all arrears then due, he fhall be exempted from all 
future payments, 

4. No fine, or annual payment is expeéted from Hon- 
orary or Correfponding Members. 

5. If any perfon negle& to pay his admiffion fine 
within two months after being elected, unlefs prevented 
by fome unavoidable impediment, his ele&tion fhall be 
void, and he ihall be incapable of being | prwpird again 
for the {pace of one year. 

6. No perfon fhali have a vote in the Society, ‘hate 
annual contribution is unpaid. 


7. lf 


C$ 7 
qu hf any Fellow fhall negle& the payment of his an- 
nual contribution for two years, he fhall, at the end of 
two months after notice thereof has been given him by 
the Secretary without effeét, be no longer a member. 


oe AB Il. 


Of the Officers and Council, and their eleéfion. 


r. To condué the affairs of the Society, there fhallf 
be annually eleéted a Prefident, Treafurer, Librarian, 
three Secretaries, and the feven following Committees, 
(each confifting of five members) who together fhall cons 
ftitute rue Councit. 


COMMITTEES, 


i Theory and Praétice, 

‘Il. Anatomy and Phyfiolozy. 

Hi. Surgery. 

IV. Midwifery. 
V.. Materia Medica, and Pharmacy. => “a 
VI. Botany and Natural Hiftory. tr: 
VIL. Natural Philofophy and Chemiftry. 


2. This election fhall be by baliot, yo the firft gene- 
ral meeting. 

3. A particular fummons fhall be fent to every Fellow, 
together with two printed lifts, at leaft three days before 
the time of election : One of thefe lifts fhall contain the 
name of every Fellow, with marks affixed, fhewing what 
office he has formerly held, or now ‘holds in the Society. 
_ The other fhall have the offices printed, with blank fpa- 
ces left for inferting the names of perfons io pros 
per for each department. 
™ 4. Every 


[ @] 

ad Every Fellow balloting, fhall deliver his name to 
‘one of the Secretaries, and afterwards put either the 
printed lifts filled up, or a iweittem one, into. nae bale 
lotting box, © 8 A vite 

5. The ballot fhall on as sot after the eae a one, 
as eight fellows ha be oar ; ip be clofed at two 
o’clock. 

6. The Sancai fhall begin at two o'clock, and the 
lifts fhall be examined by an officer, together with three 
Scrutineers, drawn by lot by the Prefident. ‘eit 

7. Should a lift contain more names to fill up any 
department than are proper, the irregular part. fhall be 
fet afide, and the remainder. vines asif no ave mnitiales 
had exifted. 

8. No perfon fhall be eligible t to any ofice, if bevels ) 
months in arrear when the lifts are ordered to be printed, 
which fhall be done by the Council, 4 days at 
leaft before the eleG&tion. — 1 

g- If any doubt or difficulty fhould arife | ‘during the 
election, it fhall be determined by the majority of the 

the preceding year then prefent. 


pe hietied: Cotnci} Bed it f 
paces the any vacancy happen between the anniverfary 
 eletions, it fhall be filled up by ballot. 


4 
C H A» P. IV.. 
Of the Prefident. 


1. The Prefident fhall take the chair at all meetifigs 
of the Society. He fhall regulate all debates, and prevent 
any from being profecuted upon trivial fubjeats, He 
fhall ftate and put all queftions, according to the inten- 
tion of the movers. He fhall fummon all extraordinary 


meetings of the Society, and enforce the execution of 
their ftatutes. 
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9. In the Prefident’s abfence, the Treafurer, or Libra- 
rian, “and in their abfence, the fenior member of the 
Council or Fellow of the Society who is ‘prelent, fhall 
i the chair for that meeting © 

- 3. The Prefident fhall have a fecond _ when thie 
fulfrages are equal, 

4. The Prefident, whilft inthe chair, fhatl be covered, 
ha when higvesboe 33 himfelf to the whole Society. 


CE BRagacniM 
Of the Ty cafieter. : Sag 
t. The Treafurer, or fome: peifon appointed iy him, 
thall receive all /meney due to, and pay all money due 
from the Society; and Keep at an account fa all fuch ir 
and ot i bl mae s 
. The Preafurer’s accounts fall be audited by the 
Council immedjately before two general meetings of the 
es r at gny other time when they require it. 
3. No fin of money exceeding five pounds fhall he 
pa except by order of the Council. 
‘4. Allfums of money for which there fhall be no 
prefent occafion, fhall be laid out in rece aula as the 
a may approve. 
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oO the Librarian, awa and Mufeum. 
«0% Ehe hcioks, fhall be properly arranged, and each 


‘volume diftin@tly numbered. An alphabetical catalogue 


fhall be kept of all the printed books, exprefling the edi- 
tion of each, place where printed, date, fize, price, and 


uae as it ftands in the library. A feparate catalogue 
fhall 


iad 
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fhall be kept of the manufcripts, ranged under proper 
heads, ‘Thefe catalogues fhall be always open fonshe 
infpection of every member. 

2. A printed paper fhall be affixed to each volume, con 
taining the name of the Society, the number of the book, 
and an abftract of the laws relating to the receiving and 
returning of books; and if it were prefented to the So- 
ciety, the donor’s name fhall be entered in it. 

3. Any member fhall have the liberty at ftated times 
of vifiting the library, and reading and taking extracts 
from the books ot manufcripts. 

4. Every member defiring.a book, fhall apply for it 
between the hours of fix and eight in the evenings on 
Mondays, and five and fix on other evenings, and fhall 
write down on a flip of paper, the number and title, and 
fhall fign and date it: The Librarian or his deputy fhall 


file the paper, and deliver it back, or cancel it, whenthe 


book is returned to the library ; and any perfon taking a 
book without fuch written acknowledgement,  fhall 
forfeit three times its value. 

5. Ifa book, when fent for, be in the poffeffion of ano~ 
ther member, an anfwer fhall be returned, containing the 
name of the perfon who has it, and the time when taken 
out of the library. 

6. No member fhall have more thantwo volumes at a 
time in his poffeffion. 

7. Any member detaining a pamphlet or volume in duo- 
decimo above one week ; an o€tavo two weeks ; a quarto 
three weeks; or a folio four wecks, fhall be liable to a 
penalty of one, two. three, or four fhillings, in propor- 
tion tothe fize, for each week he fhall detain it, pro- 
vided fuch penalty exceed not ‘half the value affixed to 
the book by the council. 

8. The council fhall def ignate certain manufcnipts 
and books of value, which fhall not be taken out of the 
library, without their written permiffion, 
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g- All pamphlets and books fhall remain in the library 
for the {pace of one, two, three, or four weeks, (accord- 
ing to their fize,) after they have been received. | 

ro A member who fhall lofe, or injure a book belong~ 
ing to the Society, fhall replace it, or make fuch compen- 
fation as the council may think proper. 

11. No member, without leave of the Librarian or his 
deputy, fhall take any book from its place. 

12, All books fhall be returned before the general meet 


ang in March, for the infpetion of the Librarian on enter- 


ing into his office. Every perfon negleéting to return a 
book at that time, fhall forfeit half its value. 

13. No book fhall be purchafed, unlefs by order of 
council. 

14. No book or pamphlet fhall, at any meeting, be 
fuffered to lie on the table, excepting thofe prefented the 
fame evening. 

15. The Librarian fhall alfo have the care of the mu- 
feum,: no article whereof fhall be removed without his 
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Cn. AP. VII. 
Of the Secretaries. 


1. There fhall be three Secretaries ; viz. Ziwo in ordi- — 


nary, and one for foreign correfpondence. 
2. All papers intended for the ufe of the Society, fhall 
be delivered to one of the Secretaries, who fhall lay them 


‘before the Council. 


. The Secretaries fhall keep an exa& account of all 


the tranfaCtions of the Society. 


4. They fhall read the minutes of the former meeting, 
“and alfo any papers which have been referred to the So- 
‘ciety by the Council. 

5. They 
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§. They fhall preferve carefully the books relative to 
the tranfaCtions of the Society, and alfo all papers com-— 
mitted to their charge. Thefe they fhall arrange in pro- 
per order, and have ready for the infpection of vie ee 
at all meetings. 
6. They fhall mark the time wale any paper is delt- 
‘ vered to them, that no perfon may be wereoes of the nue 
to a new thought or difcovery. ; 
4. One of the Secretaries hall, immediately afterevery 
ele&tion of amember, fend him notice thereof, with a 
copy of the laws, if a Fellow. 7 nok gett 
8. One of the Secretaries fhall officiate at all mectings 
of the Council. a 
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Of the: Coutcileisvtid onl Qe 

x. The Council fhall chufe from among. their own 
members, two chairmen annually, who fhall take the 
chair alternately. 

2. They fhall meet every Monday evening at feven — 
o'clock, and have the power of adjourning to any future 
day. 

3. An extraordinary meeting of the Council may eS 
held at any time by order of the Prefident, one of the Se- 
cretaries giving notice of fuch meeting te every member. 

4. Five members fhall be empowered to tranfaét bu- 
finefs. 

5. All matters of complaint fhall be firft laid before the 
Council, who fhall bring fuch only, as they cannot at 
before the Society. 


6. The Council fhall record their proceedings ina 
book Kept for that purpofe. 


CHAP, 


Pages 13-16 missing 


Erm I 


C. BA. Pa ad 
Of Vifitors. 


~ Each member fhall have the privilege of propofing two 
vifitors at any ordinary meeting of the Society, and at the 
general meeting on the 8th. of March; whofe names fhall 
be enteredina lift; and they fhall be introduced as foom 
as it has been read over; and no vifitor fhall afterwards 
be admitted without’ a particular order from the Prefi- 
dent. 


CoB A Poss BV 


General Laws: 


1 All members fhall pay implicit obedience to the Pre- 
fident, in the execution of his office. 

.2. Any perfon intending to {peak in the fociety, fhall 
rife and addrefs himfelf to the prefident. 

3» Nomember fhall {peak more than twice upon any 
fubject, until all the members prefent, inclined to noe 
fhall have delivered their-fentiments. y 

4- When the determination of the Society is required 
on a queftion, it fhall be taken by ballot, if fo demanded 
by any Fellow. 

5- No queftion fhall be put on anny motion, unlefs the 
_ motion be feconded. , 
a 6, .Whena motion is made’ and ocr’, any Fellow 
may ‘move that-the fenfe of the fociety be taken whether 
Py fuch queftion fhall be put. 

; ve All queftions, excepting thofe for which it is other- 
wife provided, fhall be determined by a majority of the F el- 
- lows  prefent. 
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8. No member “Shall vote by proxy. 

9: The Society fhall have power to adjourn for any 
time during the fummer feafon, fo that the adjournment 
fhall not extend beyond the month of September. , 

10. The council fhall neverthelefs. have power du-= 
ring fuch adjournment, to meet as often as they fhall 
find it requifite, in order to tranfa& fuch bufinefs, — and 
arrange fuch papers as may come before them, 


CH: AlsPece eX yEhin bene 


Of the making and repealing Regulations. 


1. No new laws or regulations fhall be made, nor old 
ones repealed or altered, but at the fecond general meet-_ 
ing of the Society or fuch fpecial general meeting as 
fhall at any time be furmmoned for that purpofe. 

2. The making of new, and altering of old laws, or 
regulations, fhall tie firft propofed in council; and if fuch 
propofition be approved, it fhall be read in the Society | 
at leaft one month before a general meeting, and hung 
up in the Society’s room until that time, when the quef- — 
tion refpecting it fhall be determined by ballot. 

3. If two thirds of the Fellows prefent ballot in’ fa-! 


vour of the propofed regulation, it fhall be — ‘a! 
law of the Society. 


November tft. 1790. 


James Sims, M.D. _—~Prefident. 
J. C. Lerrsom, M. D. Zrea/urer. 
Joseru Hurrock, Librarian. — 
W. CHAMBERLAINE, i 


J. Gisss Rrpout, Ln catia “ 
E. BANCROFT, M.D. J) eae 


